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:^o,'od S an' important “first” in 
ip c iting Central Intelligence 
Aifi>;'cV ECTSOlulOi to tCUuy civ 

ife cJu^artial of cno cflhe 

My Lai defendants. 

“It is the first tiino any court 
■ ol law has ever succeeded iu 
’ Uniting s li b p o e n a s for CIA 
i agents,” Weltner, a former con- 
gressman, said. “For over 20 
years; this activity of govern- 
inent has been so secret, no- 
body- -not oven Congress— knew 
svliat has been going on.” 

He represents Sgt. Fseqmcl 
Torres’, 22, of ErownsviuO, lex., 
who is scheduled for ecurt- 
martial at Ft. McPherson nc-re 
Feb. ,13 Q.n charges of machine- 
gunning three Vietnamese civil- 
ians }6 death, and with assault 
’in the hanging of a fourth. 

Up to-Frssiileat, Ho Cays ; 

, ; \7iien ashed whether he felt 
I the CIA ’ might seek executive 
I Immunity for three persons 
! called to testify, Weltner said he 
believes the decision would be 
i up to President Nixon. A deci- 
sion to seek immunity for the 
CIA ‘agents would place Nixon in 
“an unconscionable and untena- 
ble position,” Weltner argues. 

“The question is whether or 
not taxpayers are going to be 
s u p p or ti n g operations over 
which they have no control,” he 
said. 

Weltner contends _ ting CIA 
planned and ordered the aiy Lai 
operation during which, the 
Army charges, between 3.0?, and 
310 civilians were lulled March 
16, 1268. The Army thus far has 
! ordered six American soldiers to 
‘face trial in the case. One, S. 
Sgt.' David Mitchell, 33, of Sc. 
Francisvillc, La., already has 


Lt. William L. Call ay Jr., cur-' 
rently is uncUr couis-ruaitbi ai 
Ft. Eenning, Ga. • 

Weitner has com-iwod Loin 
the iUito Ire became Torres' ci- 
vilian attorney that die C.ur vas 
involved in lay Lai luro«gn a 
mvstmeus “CrersUcn Pnesna 
Which the lawyer said “invor/cdi 
assassination and kidnapnigs or 
alleged Viet Cerg iu South Viet- 


namese villages. 

At a hearing for Torres earlier j 
tills week, &t whicii his court- j 
martial date was sc-i, the Mili- 
tary judge,- Col. James A. Ha- 
gan, first denied a motion . to 
subpoena 24 persons, mcu.unig 
CTA director Richard Helms and 
Defense Secretary Melvin Laird. 

Hears Classified Data 

After hearing classified tcstl-i 
monv in clcred session, howev- 
er, I-Tagan sgmcd'ig issue svw- 
noenas for three aP.egca.CIrt 
agents whom Weltner Kloutiuec. 
as James B. May, senior co.viscr 
in Quang Ngai Proviso vmorc 
My Lai is located, Rouerimva up- 
date, whom he called turccccr 
of “Phc r nix,” end C-apt. Clar- 
ence J. Dawkins. • 

Alleged CIA operations also 
may figure in another My Lai 
court-martial -that of Pvt. Ger- 
ald A. Smith, n, cf Chic ago .111 s 
military attorney, Caut. I-.e-ly 
Raulerson, has charged List 
Smith was “singled cue (xor 
(rial) to get the government, and 
the Array off the book.” , 

If given Die opportunity at 
Smith’s ccr.vt-r.iaTi.-J, tentative- 
ly set for Jan. 23, R&ulcrson 
'says ho will attempt to show 
D'r't U.S. ogViii i v/ojo tno.^nt c»t 
Urn Army’s intelligence school at 
Ft. ITollabiru, Md., to “receive 
funds from 'undisclosed sources 
to pay oriental mercenaries to 


been acquitted and a second, 1st* assassinate Viet Cong civilians. 
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